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The next day Moses entered the tent and saw 

that Aaron’s staff, which represented the tribe of 

Levi, had not only sprouted but had budded, 

blossomed and produced almonds.   

Num 17:8 
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THREE STORIES IN ONE

1. Numbers 16:1-35

2. Numbers 16:36-50

3. Numbers 17:1-12



“You have gone too far! The whole community 

is holy, every one of them, and the Lord is with 

them. Why then do you set yourselves above 

the Lord’s assembly?” Num 16:3



Now if you obey me fully and keep my 

covenant, then out of all nations you will be my 

treasured possession. Although the whole earth 

is mine,  you will be for me a kingdom of priests 

and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are 

to speak to the Israelites.”

Ex 19:5-6



“Separate yourselves from this assembly so I 

can put an end to them at once.” 

Num 16:21 



“You have killed the Lord’s people!” 

Num 16:41



PREROGATIVES OF

THE PRIESTHOOD

NUMBERS

17:1-12 

1. Protection From God

2. Productivity From 

God



“The staff belonging to the man I choose 

will sprout.”

Num 17:5



THE ROD OF AARON

DEVOURS THE OTHER

RODS

James Tissot, 1896-1902



“The LORD said to Moses, “Return Aaron’s staff 

to the front of The Testimony. Keep it there as a 

sign to rebels. This will put a stop to the 

grumbling against me and save their lives.”  

Num 17:10



“We’re as good as dead. This is our death 

sentence.  Anyone who even gets close to The 

Dwelling of God dies.  Are we all doomed to die?” 

Num 17:12-13 (The Message)



“But you are a chosen people, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging 

to God, that you may declare the praises of 

him who called you out of darkness into his 

wonderful light.”

1 Pet 2:9



THE BLOSSOMING

OF AARON'S ROD
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… there shall be six branches going out of 

[the lamps of the tabernacle’s] sides, 

three branches of the lampstand out of 

one side of it and three branches of the 

lampstand out of the other side of it; 

three cups made like almond blossoms, 

each with calyx and flower, on one 

branch, and three cups made like almond 

blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on 

the other branch—



—so for the six branches going out of the 

lampstand. And on the lampstand itself 

there shall be four cups made like almond 

blossoms, with their calyxes and flowers. 

Ex 25:32-34



… Three cups shaped like almond 

flowers with buds and blossoms were 

on one branch, three on the next 

branch and the same for all six 

branches extending from the 

lampstand. And on the lampstand were 

four cups shaped like almond flowers 

with buds and blossoms. 

Ex 37:19-20



“Next make a medallion of pure gold, and engrave it 

like a seal with these words: Holy to the lord.” 
Ex 28:36

“He placed the turban on Aaron’s head and attached 
the gold medallion—the badge of holiness—to the 
front of the turban, just as the Lord had commanded 
him.” 

Lev 8:9





“…Put some of the best products of the land in 

your bags and take them down to the man as a 

gift—a little balm and a little honey, some 

spices and myrrh, some pistachio nuts and 

almonds.”

Gen 43:11 

「



“‘What do you see, Jeremiah?’ ‘I see the branch of 

an almond tree,’ I replied. The LORD said to me, 

‘You have seen correctly, for I am watching  to see 

that my word is fulfilled.’ ” 

Jer 1:11 – 12  



“He will not let you stumble; the one who watches 

over you will not slumber. Indeed, he who watches 

over Israel never slumbers or sleeps. The Lord 

himself watches over you! The Lord stands beside 

you as your protective shade.” 

Ps 121:3-5



“The lampstand will stand in the Tabernacle, in 

front of the inner curtain that shields the Ark of 

the Covenant. Aaron and his sons must keep the 

lamps burning in the Lord’s presence all night. This 

is a permanent law for the people of Israel, and it 

must be observed from generation to generation.” 

Ex 27:21; cf. Lev 24:3



“Now, son of man, I am making you a 

watchman for the people of Israel. Therefore, 

listen to what I say and warn them for me. “

Ez 33:7



“Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of 

which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. 

Be shepherds of the church of God, which he 

bought with his own blood.” 

Acts 20:28



“Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 

The five who were foolish didn’t take enough 

olive oil for their lamps, but the other five were 

wise enough to take along extra oil.” 

Matt 25:2-3



The Wise Virgins

The FoolishVirgins



“And since we have a great High Priest who rules over 

God’s house, let us go right into the presence of God 

with sincere hearts fully trusting him. For our guilty 

consciences have been sprinkled with Christ’s blood 

to make us clean, and our bodies have been washed 

with pure water. ” 

Heb 10:21-22

cf. Heb 4:14-16 , 5:24-25, 7:24-25







“I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the 

gardener…. Remain in me, and I will remain in you. 

For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed 

from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you 

remain in me… When you produce much fruit, you 

are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my 

Father.” 

John 15:1-2,4,5,8 






